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ON TO OVR MOSTE _ 
Souereigne Loꝛde Kyng Henry the 
eight, King of England, of Fraunce, and of 
Ireland, and moſte earneſt defender k 
Chꝛiſtes Golpell, ſupꝛeme head vn⸗ 

der God here in earth, next and 

immediatelp of his Chur⸗ 

ches of England and 3 
| Ireland. 73 
1 | Fo : "I 
Nowe newly imprinted and ſet forth for = 
the ſpeciall vſe thereof, that may e 92 
be made in our 

ns 
Mathew. ir. 
The harveſt is great. but the laborers are fem: 
wherefore pray the Lorde of the harueſte 
to ſende foorth loborers into higharueſt; 
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A SYPPLICATION TO 


our molte Souereigne Loꝛde king 


 Hefiry the eight, King of England, 
of F DCE 20d of la, 


1 &c. 
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8 SIS ae dꝛead — 


1 Ne N 15 


1 3 erred and wandꝛed ma⸗ 
nie hundzed veeres,accepting,reputing,and 
moſt D blindlp, eſte⸗ 
ming the Biſhop of Rome to bee ſupꝛeame 
heade quer and aboue all Chꝛiſtian cangre⸗ 1 
LORNA Boers other points,ſuche as | 

r . Articles of our 


all that time and ſpace this your realme (as 
the moſt parte of men did then iudge and e⸗ 
ſteme) was well ende wed, repleniſhed and 
furniſhed with manye pzofounde learned 
Clarkes:whercofſome were Biſhops, Arch 
deacons, Deanes, Pꝛebendaries, Parſons; | 
Doctoꝛs, Eachalers in diuinitie, ⁊ other pꝛo 
found learned Clarks in both the Un iusr⸗ 
ſities, which were graue, ſage, and auncient 
Fathers, Contemplating # reuolting theſe 
things in my mind: not a litle mwued, trou⸗ 


bled, and vered with the ſame, J applied me 


Marke. 12. 


with all my power x diligence, exqunilitiy to 
ſearch know the firſt groũd & cauſe therof. 
And in concluſion amonalt other thinges it 
chaunced me to reade in the v. chax ol Clay 
ap2opoſition that much lamenteth the caps ' 
tiuitie and bondage which commeth e gre⸗ 
weth to all people foꝛ lacke of knowledge in 
Gods woꝛd, ſaying: Therfore commeth my 
flocke alſo into captiuitie, becauſe they haue 
not vnderſtanding, their glorie is famiſned 


with hunger; arid their pride marred wit 


tlürſt: therefore gapeth hell and openeth her 


mouth marueloully wide. By this text (gra⸗ 
tious Loꝛde) it apperreth that all miſerable 
blindnes, taptiuitie and bondage vnder un, 
cometh fo2 lack of knowledge in gods woꝛd. 
J had fo2goffen at that time, that Chꝛiſt re⸗ 
pꝛoued the Phariſies, ſaying: Lou erre not 
knowing the ſcriptures. Which rep:ofe t᷑ re⸗ 

' buke 


* 23 
buke ſhould haue bone a ſufficient admani⸗ 
tion and doctrine to me r to all other, wher⸗ 
by wee might haue knowne that all errour 
cometh foꝛ lacke of vnderſtanding x know- 
ledge in the ſcriptures, But by what reaſon 
then could there be ſuche errour and blind- 
nes fo2 lacke of knowledge in Gods woꝛd in 
this your Realme(moft gratious Loꝛde) ſeæ⸗ 
ing there were ſuch pꝛofound Clarks,t aun 
cient Fathers, Biſhops,and ſtudents in the 
ſame,which did teach and pꝛeach to the peo⸗ 
ple continually, The apoltle Paul in the vt. 
chap.to Timothie deſcribeth two kindes of 
doctrinss: the one he calleth a godly doctrine 
and a doctrine of health, the other he calleth 
a pꝛoude doctrine full of vnpꝛofitable queſti⸗ 
ons, ſtriuing moꝛe foꝛ woꝛds then foꝛ godlie 
knowledge, whereof ſpꝛingeth ennie, ftrife, 
raplings, euill ſurmiſings, and vaine diſpu⸗ 
tations of men with coꝛrupte mindes, deſti⸗ 


tute of the truth, which thinke that lucre is 
godlines. This kinde of learning and ſubtill 


diſputations vnto this daye wee call ſchwie 
matters, from the which Paule commaun⸗ 
deth all — to ſeperate themſelues. 
Such Clarks (ſaith Paul) be ener learning, 
but neuer attaine to the knowledge of the 
truth. With ſach vaine vngodly, x vnpꝛofita 
ble learning, this your realme(molt redoub- 
ted ſouereigne) was ouer much repleniſhed 
thzough the pꝛeach ing and teaching of ſuch 

A. in ſchale 


1 


:chole men and ſubtill diſputers, otherwiſe 
called decetuers.WWhich was one of the cau 
fes of our miſerable blindneſſe, 6 of diuerſe 
erro2s and abuſes ſpꝛong vp and crept into 
this your Graces realme. Foz certainly if p 
Clarks of this your Graces realme had ben 
indued with true knowledge ol Gods word, 
and had alſo ſincereip pꝛeached the ſame:al⸗ 
though ſuch erroꝛs and blindnes had entred 
into this realme, pet thei ſhould neuer haue 
ſo long continued in the ſame, but we ſhould 
haue been deliuered thꝛough the woꝛd clear⸗ 
lie from them. As Chꝛiſt ſaith; I you conti- 
nue in my words, then are you my verie diſ- 
ciples, & ſhall knowe the truth, and the truth 
ſhall deliver you, and make you free. There⸗ 
foꝛe moſt dꝛead ſouereigne Loꝛd, ſeeing that 
all erroꝛ, ſpirituall blindnes, miſerable cap⸗ 
tiuitie, and ſeruile bondage vnto ſin cometh 
fo2 lacke of knowledge «& ſincere vnderſtan⸗ 
ding in the holie ſcriptures , and of the con⸗ 
trarie part, thꝛough the knowledge and ſin- 
tere vnderſtanding of the holy Scriptures 
we knowe God our Father, aud his ſonne Ie- 
ſus Chriſt our Lorde, which is eternal life, we 
be alſo become free from all condempnation 
of {m, And thꝛough the ſincere # true know- 
ledge of p woꝛd we be ne wlie regenerate, x 
become the childꝛen of God, the habitacle # 
dwelling place of the holy ghoſt, which mos 
ueth « ſtirreth OA 


al her ſinfull luſta, x concupiſcente, to abho2 
and reſiſt vice, Mhat is then ſo neceſſarie, 
god and pꝛofitable fo2 the chꝛiſtian people 
both ſpirituall and ciuil welth, as the wo2d 
whereby we receiue faith, and by faith the 
holy Ghoſt 2 What froubleth all common 
welthes, but treaſ6,murder,theft, couetouſ⸗ 
nes, adulte rie, extoꝛtion, whozedome, dzon- 
kennes, periurie, and ſuch other ſin, as ſayth | 
the holy Ghoſt, Juſtice and righteouſnes ma- Piouerb. 144 
keth the people wealthie , but ſinne maketh 
the people moſt miſerable. And all theſe the 
faithfull thꝛough the true and ſincere vnder- 
ſtanding ol Gods woꝛd, doe euer ſtudie t la- | 
bour to ouercome, and vtterly to aboliſh by Gal. . 
faith. As Paul ſaith, They which be Chriſts | 
doacrucific the fleſh with her luſts and con- 
cupiſcence, All god wozkes andcounſailes | 
increaſed and eſtabliſhed though faith. 


T'ͤhere is no ſludie, ſtrife, noꝛ labour againſt 
ſinne but thꝛough faith. All conſciences that 


be quiet from ſinnes, onely thꝛough faith be | 
made quiet. As Paule ſaith, Becauſe we are Rom. b. 
iuſtified by faith, wee are at peace with God 
through our Lorde Ieſus Chriſt, What com- 
foꝛt hath any Chꝛiſtian man in aduerſtties, | 
temptations, deſperation, but onely by faith 
in Gods woe. The Chꝛiſtian man hath 
no refage noꝛ helpe to reſiſte ſinne, but one- 
ly by Gods woꝛde, as our Dautour Chꝛiſte 
did, wherin he mut fice a ſure and conſtant 
A. iiij. kaith. 


* 
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Nom. 14. 


eb. 77. 


om. 7. 


of the tommandement, and wꝛought in me 


Mathew. 4 faith. Faith canſeth vs and all ours to bee ac- 


ceptable in the fight of God, Fo2a toncluſt⸗ 


on, Whatſoeuer is not of fayth that ſame is 


ſume. And without a conſtant and ſure faith, 
it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, All men may 


well perteine, that by the lawes, and by the 


iuſt execution of them, although ſinne may 
bee fo2 a time pꝛohibited and reſtrained, vet 


it can not bee ſupp2eſſed and aboliſhed, but 
onely thꝛough faith. Fo2 there was neuer 
moꝛe godly lawes made foꝛ the puniſhment 
of ſinne, noꝛ neuer moꝛe iuſte and godly exe⸗ 
cution of Lawes adminiſtred, and pet there 
was neuer moze ſinne raigning. Foꝛ cynile 


Lawes made by man, cannot bee of greater 


efficacie oꝛ ſtrength, noꝛ wozke greater per 
fection, vertue, and god will in man, then 
the Lawe of God: but the Law of God not 
onely woꝛketh no obedience of vertue, but 
rather thꝛough occaſion taken of the inũr⸗ 
mitie of the fleſhe, ſtirreth vp ſinne, as ſaith 
Paule. knowenot what luſt did meane,ex- 
cept the Lawe had ſaidethou ſhalt not luſte. 


But ſinne toke an occaſiou by the meanes 


all maner of toncupiſcence, foꝛ berily withs 
out the Lawe, ſinne was dead. once (ſayth 
Paule) lyned without Law. But when the 
commaundement came, ſin reumed, & Twas 
dead, & the very ſame cõmaundement which 


was ordained vnto life was found to be vnto 
me 


* 1 


— —— 


me an occaſion of death; But nowe (rack ⸗ 
ous Lozd) foz afmach as it appeareth, that 
the lawe of God was not genen fo take a- 
way ſinne, but rather to declare and puniſh 
ffmn:much leſte any law made by man, can 
a:opd and put away ſinne. But faith is the 2 
true Inſtrument appointed by God, wher- No law of | 
by ſinne is ouercome and eriled. As p ſcrip⸗ — 
ture ſaith, that God through faith, doth pu- no not the 
rite and make cleane all heartes, Alſo Chꝛiſt ED 
ſayth, now are you cleane and by the meanes * 
of the wordes, whiche I haue ſpoken vnto John. 15. 
75 This fayth ſhall cauſe, nouriſhe, and True obedi⸗ 
2eede true obediente, and all other vertues —— to 
they ſhall be enfo2ced fo labour not onely ta tapth, 
obſerne t keep Gods lawes, but alſo al your 
Graces oꝛdinaunces commaundementes, 
and lawes, without grudge oꝛ murmurati⸗ 
on. This faith as the Apoſtle faith cometh Rom. 10. 
by hearing of Gods word preached, whereof 
Biſhops, Parſons, Uicars,and luche other =o" 
called to haue ſpirituall cure, be 02 hould be power t 
— mae gours d Goſpell the 
diligent miniſters, to whole vocation iuſt⸗ meanes ta 
ly pertaineth to declare and publiſhe Gods favty. 
woꝛd ſincerely and truely, to all the people 
committed to their ſpirituall charge. Molt 
mightie Pꝛince:wherfoꝛe if the Paſtoꝛs aps 
pointed to pꝛeache and teache Gods woꝛde, 
within this your Graces realme: doe not 
villigently inſtruct, and teache the people 
coms - 


. 
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committed fo their ſpirituall charge wyth 
the ſaid? w32de,acco2ding as they bee com- 
maunded in the ſcriptures. Act. 20. I. Pet. 5. 
and Malachy. 20. all inde of ſinne (hall en- 
creaſe and abound, and the people vtterly be 
deuided. As faith the holy Ghoſt. When 
the word of God is not preach ec, the people 
periſheth. Alſo the wiſe man ſaith, All men 
be vayne in whom: there is not the know- 
ledge of God. Wherfoze without any doubt 
the want and lacke of pꝛeaching of Gods 
woꝛd ſincerely t truely hath bene the verie 
oꝛiginall ground and cauſe of all the inſur⸗ 
rection, commaotion, diſcen tion, which hath 
riſen oꝛ begonne within this pour Graces 
Realme oꝛ any parte thereof, Fo2 thꝛaugh 
the want of pꝛeaching of Gods woꝛd ſincer⸗ 
ly haue entered in all Popiſhe blindneſſe, 
vapne and dead ceremonies, mens fradift- 
ons be crept into the conſciences of the ſim⸗ 
ple innocentes in the ſtead of the lawe of 
God. Yea Idolatry and all hypocriſte wyth 
deteſtable ſuperſtition foꝛ lacke of the light 
of Gods worde, is become Gods ſeruice. 
And yet notwith canding this want x lacke 
of knowledge in Gods woꝛde and the euill 
whiche cammeth manikelſty thereof, (the 
m922 it is to be lamented,) there be many 
Popiſhe Ponkes whiche late were Abbots 
to whome not onely vnwyꝛthelp, but alſo 
vainkkly, were gen en great penſtons) and 


many 


many of their conenf Bonckes hauyng nei 
ther learning noꝛ other godly qualities (apt 
meete,* o2 conuenient to be in ſpiritual pa- 
ffours) be nowe admitted to haue cure of 
ſoules. And ſome ſuche whiche did neuer Popiſhs 
knowe what is a ſoule, noꝛ pet be able to — — | 
haue cure ouer one ſoule, be now admitted 


ſit to be in the 
to haue charge ouer an hydzeth x many mo, minilterie 


to the increaſe of all ignozance ⁊᷑ all popyſh 
blindnes, p hye way and meanez to let in al 

kind of ſinne, to the vtter dampnation of all 

the ſoules comitted to their ſpiritual charge 

Alas do neither y patrons of ſich benefices, 

noꝛ yet y incũbentes ponder oꝛ regard gods Patrones 
thꝛeatninges by his P2ophet Ezechell ſay- — incum⸗ 
ing: As truely as I le faith the Lorde, for — 4 

as mnche as my Sheepe are robbed and de- 25 
uoured of be n Fab of N ha- 

uing no ſhepheard, and ſeeing that my {h 
| heaps take no regard of my theep, bar feed 


N 


themſelues onely, & not my ſheep. Therfore 
heare the word of the Lord O ye ſhepheards, 
| thusſaiththe Lord God, Beholde I my ſelfe | 
wil come vpõ the ſhepheards, & require my | 
ſheepe from their handes, and makethem 
ceaſe from feeding of my ſheepe, Yea the 
ſhepheardes ſhall feede themſelues no more, 
for I will deliuer my ſheepe out of theyr 
mouthes, ſo that they ſhall not deuour them 
after thys. If this thꝛeatning be not ſuffi- 
cient warniug and monition to ſuch * 


0 p ; 
* 


an Wu wetac. i : 


Cs haue pla 
ralities of 


Benelices, 


wicked and 
abſurd, 


What the 


4 office of a 
v | 


good ſhep⸗ 


peard is 


Hepheards, yet at p leatt let thi feare gods 
curſle pꝛonounced in the ſame Chapter as 
gainſt ſuche negligent and ignoꝛaunt ſhep⸗ 
heardes ſaying. Woe be to the ſhepheardes 
of Iſraell that feed themſelues, ſhould not the 
ſhepheardes feede the flocke? you haue eaten 
vp the fatt: you haue clothed you with the 
wolle: the belt fedd you haue ſlaine: but the 
flocke haue you not nouriſhed. Heauen and 


earth ſhall muche rather periſhe, then theſe 


wordes wherewith God threatned ſuche pa- 


{tours ſhall be found vntrue That is J will 
require my flocke of the handes of the ſhep- 
heard. Surelpy (moſt mightie Pzince)it is fo 
buſte an office, to muche and laboꝛaus fo 


one ſpirituall ſhepheard (although hee were 


very expert and cunning) to guyd, oꝛder, and 
keepe, two oz thꝛee flockes of ſhepe:ſpecral- 
ly being ſo farre diſtant one krom an other, 
that the ſaide ſhephearde cannat bee dayly 


them: whole nature is dailp to fall into dy⸗ 
uerſe offences and ſoiritual! diſſeaſes. Fd2 
the office of a good ſhepheard is not onely to 
feede his ſheep in good paſture, but alſo to 
ſeeke the loſt ſheepe to call agayne the 
ſtraped Sheepe into the right wape, to 
ſalue and to make whole the bꝛoken, which 
are bꝛoken by aduerſitie, the weake and ſick 
ſheepe in the faith, with the comfoztable 
wWomiles of God, declared in the Golpell: — 
| ma 


pꝛeſent with them, to ſee the gouernance of 


make ſtrong and tenſtant: and in concluſi⸗ 
on to aduenture his life (it neede require) foʒ 
the defence of his ſheepe, euer circumſpect, 1. et.. 
ping in waite to refiſle the rcaring Lion, 
Which neuer ſleepeth, going about and ſee> | 310 
King whome he may devour, Suche I ſape pony 
ſhould be their dilligence, and dailp cure £- 
uer their flocke ſhe wed, that not onely their 
ſherpe, but alſo all other ſeeing and pertep⸗ 
ting their great paines and labours ſuffays 
ned and taken foꝛ the helpe and ccmfozte of 
their ſheepe, the gentle entertaining, wyth 
| all 2 9 humilitie and meckeneſle, the 
fatherly loue, care, and affection which the 
ſaid Biſhops and other Paſtoꝛs ſhould dai⸗ 
i ſhe w, exerciſe and pꝛattiſe towardschai- 
es flocke committed, to their ſpiritual 
charge, ſhal iudge them not onely god il 
eardes which enter in by the doꝛe, but 
ON receaue and take them to be moſt gens 
pꝛouident, kinde, and lconing ſpirituall 
mth ut (moſt pꝛudent geuerncur)bow 
is fatherly care,loue,zeale; and affe- dd bm 
tion. b ſhewedby tbe Pallour to his ſpiri⸗ yurt cometh, 
tuall Geepe which daily coweheth and wai- 8 the church 
| fethin 5 Graces. houſehold and courte, e by thee: | 
and in other noble and wozſhipfull mennes | 
houſes, attending fo pleaſe men whiche is 12% 
called onely to ſerue God. And notwithſtan⸗ , 
ding his calling to bee a ſhepheard fo feede 
Chailtes flocke, vet hee will ſcarſe ſee and 
vifife 


* 
— 
- 


The abnſeof | 


Ken 


vitliteth his Reels. what ghoſtly counſel hee 
The tone⸗ geneth them, God knoweth. But fo! p moſt 
touſneſſe of part, hee tcoketh moe to his owne pzofite 
— thanto their wealthe. Alas the Ambitious 
* appetite and burning touetous defire ofthe 
yearely commodities, pꝛolites and aduaun⸗ 
tages of the beneficgs, hathe vfterly extyn⸗ 
guiſhed and lupped vpp the ſpirituall loue, 
zeale, and affection which ought to be in the 
ſpirituall ſhepheardrs. So that, nowe it is 
ſtraunge and wonderfull to 4% 
Chaplopnes iuſtly to erecute his office. Is this the 5 45 
beck hurche nour ofanye King, 02 ofanye other Gduer⸗ 
to ſeruethe nour? that vnder the cloke and celour ofhys 
— . ſeruice, a Biſhoppe oꝛ Pꝛieſt called to fecde 
che n. the llocke ol Chilt, ſhall lcaue the lane vn⸗ 
taughte, and fo tranſgreſſe the commann-s. | 
dement of Chꝛiſt foz the pleaſure of mennez, | 


bifite them once in the y ry And when he 


Pane not Ringes and other Rulers ſufficis 
ent to cndewe their Chaplaines, wythout 
retapning ſuche whiche haue receaued li⸗ 
9 of uing and ſtipend to bee in their Churches 
are his feeding Chꝛiſtes flocke. This is to muche 
teruants and diſhoro? to the higher powers agaynſt gods 
rear them commianndement and wozde to retayne art 
from their other mans ſeruaunt. Eut certainely als. 
charge. though your highnes az other rulers would 
neither call noꝛ retain ſuch ambitious blind _ 
ides and touetous paſtoꝛs, yet they their 
s will by their friẽds make Ry 
ints 
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ſuite and labour to be in ſeruite with ygar . ... .- -....- - 
maieſtie and w other rulers, The 2 The. laws? 
this (one incouenifce granted, many folow, enrtit. B. 
There is a lawe made in this your noble ing 
realme,y all ſpiritual parſens of your coun- 
ſell may haue th2e benefices with cure. And 
al pᷣ chaplaines of the king,Nueene,Pzince, 
| Painces02 of any of the kings childzen,bzes 
the, ſiſters, vncles and aunts,may haue li⸗ 
cences to haue two benefices w cure,Euery 
Duke, Parques, Erle, Uicount, Archbiſhop 
Biſhop, with diuers other Eſtates aſwell 
men as women may haue two Chaplaines 
which may haue two beneffces w cure. And 
alſo diuers other degrees of ſchole map haue 
euerp one two benefices W cure, ſo 5; ouer | 
one ol his cures although he take. pzofites  _ |= 
| pet fr6 that he muſt needs be no reſidenf, g 
peraduenture to both hee will be no feeder 
| no2 teacher. And alſo in the ſame ſtatute all 
3 | pe 7 t 5 other attendan⸗ 
ces bp ſuch noble & wozſhipful men which 
be licenced fo haue chaplains may be non re 293 eden 
| ſident,yea pilgrimes in p time of going and ned, 
| comming from their pilgrimage be by that 
| atute dyſpenced fo be non reſident. Q loꝛd 
where was þ light of thy wozd, which ſhuld 
haue bene wꝛitten in the harts of p makers 
of the ſtatute, I there had bene godly ſhep- - 


heardes whiche hadde dilligently executed 
their office and calling, we had neuer wade- + 


rc? 


rep ſoblindly to agree oꝛ conſent to the mas 
2 oft ſuche ſratute. Doe wee whiche 
thinke vs chꝛiſten men, eſteeme ſpirituall 
cutton of benelices tu be nothing els but liuings to be 
. geuen at dur pleaſure to Ppꝛielts fo2 ſeruiee 
dones Is not the beriefice geuen in refpect of 

a ſpirttnall office to bee executed and done? 

Doth not God commaunde ſtraitly Shep- 

No laws can heardes to feede their flock dilligently? Can 
dilpence with man 02 any law made by man diſpece with 
Se.  Godgcomaundement#DLozd in thy hands 

; be the hearts of all kinges and other rulers, 
inlighten their heartes Loꝛd with the light 
of thy wozd, y they may know and fee thys 
pettilent ill blinonefſe;whiche ſo long hathe 

2 cauſed thy ſheepe to wander in darckeneſſe | 
bre rpncn- And when they perreaue it they may haue 
ning iuch as grate and time to refoꝛme the ſame, to thy 
world bea glozyandthe helpe ul this realme. And 3 
bor enter us thall ener deſireof GOD, qpdwilh in itty 
ring ſuch as heart to al ſuch as be called, kd be attendant 
ſceb linings, nere pour maieſtie, and al other gouern02s, 
2 that foꝛ any carnall loue, fauour, oꝛ affection 
whiche they beare to any man foz kindꝛed, 
friendſhip, luker, 02 otherwiſe: they do not 
maks-any ſuch vngodly ſaits,petitios,02 res 
queſtes'to your highnelle or anye other Go⸗ 
nerndiir fo any parſon to bee admitteed fo 
any office, eyther ſpirituall oz tempozallZ 
whome they do not certainly know by mol 
' certaine and ſure pzoofes and witnelies; 
2 6 


ve apt, miete and tonuenient, as wel in lear⸗ 
ning as in conditions, to exercyſe , vſe, and 
to occupie ſuche offyce and rome, whereun⸗ 
to he by ſuch their ſuite made, ſhould be cal⸗ 
led, appointed, and admptted (not onely foꝛ 
the ſhame, rebuke, and trouble which vpon 
due examination had and founde contrarie 
to their vntrue ſuite) might come and grow 
to them, but alſo foꝛ the euill intommoditie 
and peſtilent miſchiefe which ſhall enſue fo 
all ſuch which ſhall bee committed to his 02 
their gouernance # charge. Alas that euer a- 
mongſt the chꝛiſtian flock ſhould be known 
oꝛ ſcene that ſuche office which in Chꝛiſtes 
church ſhould be the moſt godly, moſt neceſ- 
ary,moft ſpirifual,+ molt p2ofitable both to 
the body and ſoule, now is become a woz2ld- 
ly honour, a loꝛdely dignitie, a riche carnall 
pꝛoud lining eſtate and countenaunce, x the 
poſſeſſoꝛ thereot, hauing onely the name of a 
ſpirituall miniſter, but no vertue noꝛ godlie 
qualitie, which of right ought to bee in anie 
ſuch miniſter. Ik this be well pondꝛed and 
remembꝛed moſt ( mercifull gouernour) it is 
molt to be lamented, But ſeeing this blind⸗ 
nes hath ſo long continued, & fo much euill 
bath enſued r followed theror in the default 
of godly paſtoꝛs, it is not only needful aboue 
all things to be circumſpect in choſing ear⸗ 
neſtip tried, experte, and well learned mini⸗ 
ſers to pꝛeache Gods woꝛde a 
V.. ut 


The meſte 
godlp and ne 
ceſſarp office 
of the mini⸗ 
ſterie is be⸗ 
come a lozdlis 


dignitie. 


What mauer 
of Miniſters 
(ould be es 
ſen. 
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but alſo to compel the ſame to be demurant 
abiding, and reſident vpon their cures, And 
all ſuch which bee crept into Benefices fo2 
lncre and aduauntage vppon vntrewe ſug⸗ 
geſtion, and falſe fained ſuites made, which 
can not oꝛ do not fade their flocke, to de⸗ 
pꝛiue them of ſuch benefices, becauſe they 
either cannot 02 do not execute the office to 
that belonging. Surely no wiſe man lig h⸗ 
teth a candle and putteth him vnder a buſh- 
ell. And ik he (et vp a candle (which eyther 
fo: lacke of tallowe oz fo2 other cauſe can⸗ 
not giue light) ſhoꝛtly he taketh him downe 
t putteth another which can giue god light 
in his plate. So al godly wiſe men wil oꝛder 
all pirttuall lightes which in derde cannot 
giue godly light foꝛ lacke of ſpirituall grace 
which ſhould be in them. Foꝛ Biſhops and 
other Paſtoꝛs which be choſen and inſlitu⸗ 
ted confrary to the oꝛdinaunce appointed a 
pꝛeſcribed by Gods woꝛde, which other do 
not, noꝛ cannot erccute the office perteining 
to his oꝛ their calling, be not godly and true 
Eiſheps, but rather Images and Idols, ha⸗ 
uing and bearing onely the name and out⸗ 
ward appearance of a Biſhop, oꝛ Paſtour, 
Mut as concerning the learnin g/ vertue and 
ether cod qualities which pertaine and ber 
of great neceſſitie,and iuſtite requiſite to be 
in euerie godly paſfour, they haue nothing 
leſle. Fo2 if Chꝛiſt ( which faid to eter Fro 


He nora, 


baiefberh Twill Ribe thees Ether to cath 

men) do not endue the officer with learning, Winiffers | 
grate, power, # god will to pꝛeach his wozd T — 
befoze Patrons pꝛeſent himto any ſuchlpirt versze they 
fuallofF ice;the elect and admitted notwith- be pꝛeſenteb / 
ſtanding the admiſſion and Patrons pꝛe⸗ John. 10. 
ſentment, ſhall continually abide 4 remaine 

an hypocrite, and ſuch one which dooth not 

enter in by the doore, but preſumeth to enter 


without a wedding garment, whome Chꝛiſt Math: z 1. 
condemneth to outward darkenes, and alſo 
culleth him a theefe, whoſe reward without 
doubt, ſhall bee at the day of the laſt iudge⸗ 
ment with therfes, il he repent not and re⸗ 
ſigne vp his office which he cannot execute 
fulfill and perfourme'. Wherefoze J mil⸗ 
truſt not but that all ſuch which haue pow - 
er to pꝛeſente and to admitte their Clarkes 
to ſpirituall offices reading this little boke 
foꝛ the diſcharge of their conſcience, and fo2 
the gloꝛie of God, the commoditie and vti⸗ 
litie of the common welth , (which will en- vs 
ſue the godly pꝛeſentation and admiſſion of 
wel learned, appꝛoued, and godly Clarks to 
ſpirituall offices) will from thencefwꝛth ap⸗ 

plie and confozme them to the fozme + ma- Election ot 
ner of election of al miniſters appoin miniſters 
ted; pꝛeſtribed, and limited by Gods wozde, — 
which is this. That euerie man choſen to Gods wozy; 
any ſpirituall office,thould be firſt wel pꝛw⸗ 
ned as well fo; their learning as alſo foz 
| D 9. their 
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How Rings 
and Paſtozs 
betowed ly⸗ 


their other vercuous conditions. Firſt foꝛ 
their learning „ whercwith they muſte not 
culy be able to inſtruct and teach the people 
tommitted to their ſpirituall charge, put al 
fo able to rep2wue other which reſiſt j y ſame 
doctrine,with many other god qualities. As 
it appeareth in the firſt Epiſtle of Paule to 
Tymothie, and alſo to Tytus. Now(moſke 
mightie defender of the Chꝛiſt ian religion) 
ſteing that Gods woꝛde hath pꝛeſcribed and 
declared that euerie man which ſhal be cal⸗ 
led and appointed to be a ſpirituall miniſter 
muſt firſt be pꝛoued and knowne how god⸗ 
lp and ſpiritually he hath inſtructed and tea⸗ 
ched the people, what learning hee hath in 
the Scriptures, and not in the Lawes, to 
repꝛwue errours, and to condemne herelles. 
What paynes hee hath taken in pꝛeaching 
Gods woꝛde, and alſo whether he hath gy⸗ 
uen god example of liuing accoꝛding to hys 
doctrine . In this manner euerie Chꝛiſtian 
cught to pꝛoue his Clarke befoꝛe he epther 
pꝛeſent oꝛ admit him. But nowe alſo(moſte 
benigne Loꝛd )conſider of the confrary part, 
and remember foꝛ What cauſes the Ringes 
pour noble pꝛogenitoꝛs in times paſte haue 
choſcn Biſhops, and other Patrons haue 


— here= pꝛeſented their Clarkes fo Parſonages, and 

of Uicarages , to haue cure of ſoules. Theſe 

both cauſes wel coſidered,no man wil great 

ly maruell * we haue wandꝛed ſo my in 
| ind. 
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blindnes, Foꝛ in times paſt Ringes haue gi⸗ 
uen their Biſhopꝛicks to their Counſellers, 
Chaplaines which haue bene daylie atten⸗ 
dants in the Court, which alſo haue done to 
them god ſeruice, as Embaſſadozs , oꝛ to 
ſuch which haue taken paines in their houl⸗ 
hold, as Amners and Deans of the Chappel 
Tlarkes of their cloſet, and ſuch other Otti⸗ 
cers, where Godg wozde doth not appꝛoue 
any Biſhopꝛicke to be giuen to any man foꝛ 
any ſuch ſeruice done, oꝛ foꝛ any ſuch pains 
taken, but onely foꝛ the gift which hee hath 
from God to pꝛeach his woꝛd, x fo2 þ paines 
and laboꝛs ſuſtained in pꝛeaching ofthe ſaid Marke this 
worde And as Kinges in times pak haue a- © 298 Pa» | 
buſed their giftes of Biſhapꝛickes, ſo Poble 
men t wozthipfuil men, al wel of the clergie 
as of the laptie, haue abuſed their pꝛelctati⸗ 
ons to their pꝛebends, parſonages, x vicara⸗ 
ges, giuing them to their Chaplains, oꝛ to o⸗ 
ther fo2 kindꝛed in blond, oꝛ foꝛ aliance, oꝛ els 
to ſuch as haue bin ſurueiozs of their lands, 
kreteiuers of their rentes, ſtewardes ol their 
houlhold, fälconers, gardiners, o2 to ſuche o- Tye tame a⸗ 
ther whom they fauour foꝛ ſuch wozldly ſer vuſes in chop | 
nice equalities, To'ſuch they giue benefices ping,chaun- | 
das rewardes 02 wages to hirelings fu ſuche 303900 o't= | 
ſeruice done,o2 to be done; hauing litle o2 no euen in theſe | 
regarde to the greate charge and ſpirituall dayes. 
Cure which by Gods wozde belongeth to 
all ſuche ſpirituall offices, Foz Ringes and 
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rulers in times paſt had no lefſe knowledge 
ol any thing, then if Gods wo2de, which the 
| ſubtill Biſhops and craftie Pꝛieſts were e⸗ 
uer ifuvious and deſirous to kepe ſecret fro 
Pꝛinces kept the higher powers. Fo2 fo long as Gods 
trom know= Wozde was kept ſecret and hidden from go⸗ 
ledge by the uernoꝛs, ſo long the Clergie did leadenof 
bor end onely the Kings, but alſo all gouernozs and 
cauſe, the commons whither, they would. This 

was the craftie pollicie of p Clergie, to kep 
the knowledge of Gods woꝛde from al men, 
that they might vnlawfully and vnwoꝛthi⸗ 
ly be pꝛomoted to ſpirituall cures, and vſe 
the p2ofites of them vngodly , and that they 
might alſo continually exerciſe their luſtes 
121 and iniquities. As Paule ſaith. They bee a- 
bels. x. gainſt all men forbidding vs to ſpeake to the 

people wherby they might be ſaued, that thei 

might ſulfill their iniquitie and ſin continu- 
ally. aue not ſome of p Biſhops with their 
retinue at this day pzactiſed their olde polli⸗ 


tie, to extinguiſhe the lighte th2oughout all 


England, that they might once againe lead 

Che lawe of vs quietly in darknes; Is not there a Lawe 

5 "208 Arti⸗ made thꝛough their craft and ſubfiltie, that 
es giueth power to certaine Commiſſioners, 
wherof the Biſhops Chaunceler oꝛ commiſ 
ſarie ſhalbe named to be two of the commiſ⸗ 
ſioners, which ſhall haue full power to take 
, into their cuſtodie all ſuch bokes wherin is 
N contained any clauſe oz article repugnaunt 
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fa any of the fir articles, and the ſame boks 
to burne t deſtrop, as to p diſcretion of thyre | | 
of them ſhall be thought expedient, Marke 174 
wel what they purpoſe by this eſtatute. Are 127 
there any bokes which wꝛite againſt the * 
Popes pꝛimacie, but they alſo wꝛite againſt 
ſome of the ſir articleg + Their colour is to 
take away all bokes which waite againſt 
the ſir articles, but their verie intente, pur⸗ 
poſe and meaning ts fo take aw p all boks 
which conteme any godly learning 5 weite 
againſt the biſhop of Romes pzimacy,Yaw 
cruelly do the Biſhops puniſh al them that 

pꝛetend to haue learning, ⁊ ſpecially in gods 

woꝛd? Such they call heretiques, and perſe⸗ Crueltie ot 
cute with putting thö to open ſhame, with Popes B14 
impꝛiſanment, and in concluſion with death *. 
molt fearefall and painefal, All this they do 
to diſcourage all men frõ the ſfudie of Gods 
woꝛde, fearing leaſt that by ſuch ſtudious 
bꝛaines which learne Gods wozd, and pub⸗ 
lich the ſame, their iniquitie ſhould be made 
manifeſt. What ſtudy and paines they take 
tokep plight from the people. But no man 
which knoweth the ſcriptures, will maruel 
of this their pollicie and crueltie. Fo2 Saint 
declareth their pꝛactiſe plainly ſaping: 


John declareth 1 

He that doth euill hateth the light, and why? 

becauſe his workes which be cuil ſhould not John 3» 
be reproued by the light, And foz aſmuch as 


The pompe * 
ef Bilhop 

Di ſagreeable 
to the Woꝛd. 


Their mal 
a gainſt the 


icriptures. 


* 
our Biſhops tountenaunte ot liuing, their 
great poſſelſions , and Loꝛdly dominions in 
them agreeth with Gods woꝛde, as death w 
life, God with the deuill, light with darke⸗ 
nes, thereloꝛe they hate the lighte which de⸗ 
clareth the ſame, and ſtudie to ſuppꝛeſle the 
ſame by all craft + pollicie. And ſeeing they 
can ſo craftily iuggle, and haue ſuch frend⸗ 
ſhip and fauour to conuey, bꝛing to paſſe, 5 
all bokes ſhall come into their hands vnder 
the colour of the ſir articles, it is to bee fea⸗ 
red that ſhoꝛtly they will by like craft, ſub⸗ 


ice tiltie, and frendſhippe, pꝛocure the Bible in 


Englich to ber taken from the Laytie, and 
then wee ſhall bee ledde in darkenes by our 
Biſhops, and other blind guides, and not pa 
ſtoꝛs at their pleaſure and wil, which is the 
effect of all their ſudie, labour, and purpoſe, 
Howe ( moſte valiant defender of Chailf) it 
appeareth plamely how manie miſeries we 


be w2apt in, thꝛough the vngodly election 


of ſuche as bee admitted to haue ſpirituall 
Cure and Otfice to teache Gods wooꝛde, 
which not onely haue 7 learning, but 
alſo they bee enemies to all men which can 
and doe pꝛeache Gods wo2de ſincerely and 
truely , becauſe they lyue contrarte to the 
ſame, as J haue befo2e declared. And thys 
is the oꝛiginall grounde and cauſe ofthe a- 
bundance and increaſe of darkeneſſe, and o 
ſinne, as alſo of the longe continuaunc 


— — 


of popiſh blindneſſe whiche hath raigned in 
this Realme ſo long. Wherefoze if the By⸗ 
ſhops and other elected and appointed to bee 
ſhepheards acco2ding to their vocation and 
calling, be not firſt knowne and well pꝛw⸗ 
ũed to haue ſich kuowledge and godly do⸗ 
ctrine, ſo that they can and alſo do inffantly 
and diligently pꝛeach Gods woꝛd whiche is 
the light, erpelling al darcknes of er, 

muſt needs ſin increaſe and abound with 

any e oꝛ bꝛidle. For if the light a er- — 6. 


is amongſt you be darckenes, how much ſhal —— — 


the darcknes be Pour Grace and your cyui call ſtate di⸗ 
power do punilh ſinne, when it is dane and ſtinguiched. 
comitted, acco2ding to the iuſtice oflawes, 

as fo your vocation and office of right belõ⸗ 

geth to do. But the Dffice and duetie of the 

Paſtoꝛ is to pzeach Gods woꝛd, whereby he 

Hall conuert the heart of the ſinner, which 
is willing and diſpoſed to doe ſinne lo that 
hee ſhall not bꝛeake foꝛth to doe ſinne in the 
ace,which the ciuile power fo2 the example T m 
of other by equitie and iuſtice is bounde to modities 
puniſhe. Therefoꝛe the diligent execution thabflowy 
of the office of the Paſtour ſhall bee the ned and Cut 
pꝛincipall meane and occaſfon that leſſe 9 
ſinne ſhall be committed, and ſo the higher ſterie in exe⸗ 
powers ſhall haue leſle occaſion to execute mugg ven 
the extreame iuſtice of lawes, x tonſequent⸗ 
ly many mens liues which now foꝛ lacke of 
the knowledge of Gods wozd ſhould * 
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Alingly, either faꝛ kindered,fauour,friendſhip 
ſeruice oꝛ money, pꝛeſent a Clarke whiche 


wonꝛd, that he be able to inſtruct and teache 
the 
the law of God and with the aoſpell, enery 
e ſuch patron conſenteth to the death and dip- 
nation of the ſoules comitted to the charge 


4 . bnlcarned Pꝛieſt. And _— 
ſuc 


fo) committing murder, felonie and ſuch os 
ther offences, ſhall then bee pꝛeſerued that 
they ſhall not commit ſuch ofences, whiche 
the higher powers by the lawes of equitie 
and iuſtice be compelled to condempne and 
to punich with death. Wherefo2e the godly 
tranquilitie, reſt, and peace of all this pour 
realme(ſoueraigne Lo2d)and the god oꝛder 
of the ſame hangeth and reſteth much vpon 
the godly + diligent erecution of the office of 
paſtoꝛs x of the ſpirituall ſhepheardes duely 
called t admitted accoꝛding to Gods woꝛde. 
Theretoꝛe it behoueth the pꝛeſenter of the 
Clarke to a benefice and cure of ſoules to 
be circumſpect and well ware what he doth 
pꝛeſent, and that hee haue good knowledge 
experience and pꝛoofe of his clarke befoze he 
pꝛeſent him. Fo2 if a paſtour do not feed the 
flocke of Chꝛiſte committed to hys charge. 
the death of their ſoules ſhalbe required of 
his handes, As the Pꝛophet Ezechiel ſayth 
in the xxiij. chapter. And ik the Patron wil- 


hee knoweth not to be ſo learned in Gods 


people committed to his charge both v 


— — 


ſuche a Patron ſhall alfo de pimiſhed wpth Nom. x, 
like paine, which is eternall, as the Apoſtle 
faith, Not onely they that doe euill, but alſo | 
they which conſent thereunto ſhall be puni- 
ſhed with like payne, What wiſe man li⸗ Similitudes 
uing would hyer a ſhepheard to gouern his Decpeand 
beaſtly and wozidly ſheepe whiche neither earth 

would noz could fede, handle, ſalue noꝛ once — 
ſee his ſheep committed to his charge. Suth 
a wiſe ſhepheard woulde toztly make hys 
maiſters p2ofite come to little aduauntage, 
Surely a wiſe man woulde choſe no ſuche 
ſhepheard. And if he were deteiued thꝛough 
the perſwaſion of ſome ol his friendes, vet 
when he hath pꝛoued that hee hath no com- 
ming no2 dilligece, he will ſhozfly diſcharge 
him ol his cure and ſeruice. Shall wee be e- 
ſteemed chꝛiſten men whiche haue moꝛe te 
der loue and affection to our coꝛruptible pꝛo⸗ 
fite, than we haue to the honoz of Gode the the 
eternall wealth of p immozftall ſoules of our 


chꝛiſten bꝛethꝛen, whom God commandeth 
to loue as our ſclf. Chꝛiſt did not commit to Jo.,2r; 


Peter p cure and charge of his ſherpe befoꝛe 
he be alel dige Peter whether hee loued 
him. As who ſhould ſay. J would not cõmit 
my beſt beloued Jewell and treaſure vnfo wyat care 
thee, vnleſſe thou loue me heartily,J would and lone 
withe that all Gouernoures and Rulers — 
in this caſe ſhould take example and follow 

Gude whiche knowing the a of ſoules. 

8 


Peters heart, pet as one ignoꝛaunt thereof 
did demaund this queſtion of Peter befoꝛe 
hee did commit the cure of his flock to hym, 
th therby to geue example and comon doctrine 
Dy Feil to al his faithfull followers that they ſhould 
1 haue ſuch tender and feruent loue towards 
q | the chꝛiſten ſoules,that they would not com 
| mit the gouernaunce and cure of the to any 

man, but vnto ſuch of who they haue pꝛoofe 
and ſure knowledge, that aſwell]by theyꝛ 
pꝛeaching x ſincere teaching of Gods wozd, 

and alſo by their vertuous lining conſonant 

to the ſame woꝛde they hadde vnfainedly a 

faithfull hearty loue towards Chꝛiſts flock, 

No directi⸗ A blinde eye which cannot direc and lead p 
en in a blind hody is à blemiſh and a burden to the natu⸗ 
* rall body, and no commoditie. In likewiſe a 
man choſen to be a ſpirituall Paſtoꝛ which 

hath not the knowledge and grace to pꝛeach 
the lawe and the goſpell, is but a blinde eye 
not able to direct and lead the ſpirituall bo⸗ 
dy. Wherfoze if any patron chooſe any ſuch 
--- tgnozanf man to be a Paſtozza ſpiritual eye 
and light to lead the ſpirituall foules,he not 
onely deteiueth them but alſo as muche as 
lieth i in him killeth the body, and doth great 
iniurp to Chꝛiſtes bloude. Nowe (it maye 
pleaſe pour highneſſe) to note and marke 
what miſchiefe and inconueniente followe 
the election and admiſſion of any ignoꝛaunt 


Nen Firlt if an ignozaunt Wilhoppe 
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in Gods woꝛd be admitted, hee cannot exe⸗ 
cute his office becauſe hee knoweth not the 
ſcriptures whiche teacheth him what ſhuld 
pertaiue to his own Office. And as p biſhop 
is ignoꝛaunt in Gods wozd, ſo he admitteth 
ſuch as be vnlearned in gods wozd,eue ſuch 
as by no poſſibilitie tan execute the office of 
their call ing. Idle Parſons, vnhappp, dꝛon⸗ 
kards, ſwearers, cõmõ plaiers at al vnthꝛift⸗ 
ty games, in whom there is no chaſtitie, no 
humilitie, iuſtice, noꝛ temperaunce. Foz a 
concluſion, ſuche they admitte in whome 
there is no holineſſe, godly doctrine,no2 god 
example ot liuing. To ſuch they commit the 
health of ſoules, the flocke of Chꝛiſt dearely 
bought with his bloud, by ſuch idle and wic⸗ 
ked harlottes the inheritaunce of Chꝛyſt is 
troden vnder foote. All euill conditions, ma⸗ 
ners and doctrines by thẽ be taught, ſo that 
in the ſtead of holy Scriptures is crept in, 
the doctrine of lyes, all ſuperſtifions, dead 


ceremonpe The foo liſhe 
and vayne ceremonpes, ane lycence to doe BE Has 
ignoꝛaunt 
zieſtes ars 


all kinde of ſinne. Some of the blinde igno⸗ 
raunt Pꝛieſtes teache the people that God 
is honoured, and ſoules relieued of their 
paynes thꝛough the ringing of B 
ting of poſtes, and ſetting vp Tapers and 
Candelles, befoꝛe the ſaide poſtes, whome 


the blinde Pꝛieſts doe both ſence aud ſpꝛin⸗ 
cle with holy water. An other ſoꝛte ol blinde 
ſhauelinges teache the people to get heauen 


wirg 


The miſ⸗ 

chiefes that 
come by ad= 
mitt ing ig 
nozaunt 


elles, pain⸗ teache. 
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keeping idle holy dayes, they pꝛeach muche 


ledd and wꝛapped in thꝛough the ignoꝛance 
and negligence of ſuche blinde guides. But 


ot 
EW — 


with falking, this pꝛeltript daye and chat 
dape, with Trentalles and maſſes of ſca⸗ 
la tell with foꝛbear ing of bodely woꝛkes # 


holineſſe and Gods ſeruice fo ſtand in their 
holy ople,holy creame, holy water;holye a⸗ 
ches, hallowed bedes, nfumbling ofa num- 
ber of Pſalmes in lattn, KEEN of Church 
ales in the which with leaping,dauncing, e 
kiſſing they mayntapne the pꝛoſtte of their 
Church (to the honour of God as they both 
ſay and thinck.) And thus the blind leadeth 
the blinde, that both fall headlong into the 
lake of eternall burning fire What natural 
heart is there whiche will not lament the 
miſerie, yea the dampnation moſt certainly 
thꝛeatned by Gods woꝛd vnto al ignoꝛaunt 
and negligent Eyſhoppes and other ſpi⸗ 
rituall Shepheardes, whiche doe not di⸗ 
ligently erecute their office and vocation? 
What honeſt louing hart doth not bewaile 
the aboundaunte of ſine, the long miſera⸗ 
ble blindneſſe wherin this realme hath bene 


is there any chꝛiſten heart whiche can faꝛ⸗ 
beare continual ſighting and mourning, re⸗ 
membꝛing the multitude, yea the infinite 
number of ſoules (which without the great 
mercy of G O D palling all hys wozkes) 


thꝛongh the ignorant te and negligece of ſuch 


K nde 


blinde ſhepheards, be vtterly caſt away and 
dampned. What good ciuile heart woulde 
not 7 ſave lament and bewayle the greate 
burden wherewith this your rcalme(gract- gy burden 
ous Lo2d)is overcharged thꝛough the great ot the reaime' 
multitnte of chaunterie Pꝛieſts, ſoule pꝛie⸗ by —.— 
ſles, Chanons, Reſidenſaries in Cathedꝛall — — 
Churches, Pꝛebendaries, munck pencions, is. 

| mozow malle pꝛieſtes, vnlearned Curates, 

Pꝛieſtes of gyldes and of fraternities oz bꝛo⸗ 
therheades, ryding Chaplaincs, and ſuch o⸗ 

ther idle parſons, whiche if they be well no⸗ 

ted, and alſo what fruite ſpꝛingeth of them 
indifferently vale wed, conſidered, and pon⸗ 

dered, it will appeare manifeſtly to al rea- 

ſonable and godlye wittes, that they doe 

bꝛing no manner commoditp, p2ofite oꝛ v- 

tilitie either ſpirituall 02 tempozall to this 

pour publicke wealth. o, no, they bee not 

onely no commoditie noꝛ pꝛofite to the com⸗ 

mon wealth, but rather muche hinderance, 

And truely no little waſters, ſpoplers, and 

robbers, and that ofthe moſt pooze, indy- 

gent and needpe of your lwuing ſubiectes 

whiche be moſt craftelp, ſubtellp, and vn⸗ 
righteoufly dep2ined of the charitable ſuc⸗ 

cour andalmes of many ſimple vnlearned > pa of 
innocentes, thꝛough a vayne hope and falſe * 


confidence that their ſoules ſhoulde bee re⸗ 2 
leeued , and releaſed of their papnes and 
tozmentes delve fo2 theyꝛ Sinnes, when 


1 J 
eros 4, 


Aooſe life 
the fruit of 
PMurgatozp 
docrine of 
trentales E 
diriges, 


they be departed this woꝛlde, by the long 
p2ayers of pꝛieſtes. And (the moꝛe it is to be 


lamented) no little number of pour ſubiects 
thꝛough luche vngodly truſt and confidence 
in malles and dyꝛiges fo bee ſong and cele⸗ 
bꝛated fo? them when they be dead, be great 
lp encouraged to lypue both wickedly to⸗ 
wardes God, and alſo vnfruitfullp towards 
the woꝛld, little remembꝛing and eſteeming 
their vocation and calling wherein GD D 
4 appointed them to walke, and muche 
leſſe the exfreameneceſſitie of their chꝛiſten 
bꝛethꝛen. This vayne hope in the long pzay- 
ers of pꝛieſtes no doubt gracious Loꝛd) is a 
great occaſion of muche pouertie amongeit 
the pooꝛe and nerdy of this your realme. Foz 
the ſpeedy remedy of this pcuertie amongſt 
your louing ſubiectes, and the vtter ſuppꝛeſ⸗ 
ſion of ſuch vaine hope in the pꝛaiers of pꝛie⸗ 
ſtes to be made foꝛ pour ſubiecs when they 
be dead, which is the great cauſe of this mi⸗ 
ſerable pouertie, it map pleaſe your mateſty 
of your accuſtomed goodneſſe to cal to pour 
gracious remembꝛaunce, that all the people 
of this pour region be ſubiect vnto your gra? 


cious power, rule, and dominion vnto theyz 


ſupꝛeme head and gonernour duely by God 
appointed to gouerne them onely during 
their nafurall lines, but when it pleaſeth 
Gov to take their ſonles out of this — 


ble woꝛlde, then pour Graces diſcharged h 
* | | 


5 
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of all conernauncs; cure, and charge ouer 

them, as of ſuch which after their death do 

not appertaine ta your grace, noꝛ be of your 

kingdome, but only of the kingdome of god, 

vnder his 8 pꝛouiſion and rule. P king bath 
Into the whit dome neither pour 9 power os 
Grace noꝛ no other earthly = aa -map ON 
lawfully vſurpe oꝛ take anye rule pꝛouiſion them but to 
care oꝛ gouernaunce, fo2 the 6 ſoules entered E 
thereunto. Seeing that pour Grace haue no * 
aucthoaity noꝛ power auer the ſoules depar- 
ted, you be not onely diſcharged to gouerne 
to care oz to pꝛouide foꝛ them being dead, 
but muche rather to pꝛouide that 2 
not be deccined ſo vnder the colour of — 
pꝛaier, but that thep map be taught ſincere⸗ 
ly Gods woꝛde while they bee liuing vnder 
pour ſubiectiõ, ſo that they may beleue con- 
ſtantly and liue godly, and then by Chꝛiſtes 
p2omile hell gates ſhall not pꝛeuaile againſt 
them, much leſle they ſhall haue any neede 
of ſuch ſtrange ſuccour and help of men, no⸗ 
thing appointed noꝛ taught by Gods woꝛd 
to be pꝛofitable oz neceſſarie foz their ſoules 
alter their death. WWherefoze J miſtruſt not 
but that your Paieſtie when you ſhall next Befozmiition 
intreate foꝛ the refozmation of the enoꝛmi⸗ 
ties and abuſes ſpꝛong vpp in the Chꝛiſten 
religion, vou will godly refozme ſuch abuſe 
and difſembled couetouſneſſe, and certain- 
by being no godly remedy no help foz foules | 
Ca. departed | 
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departed which hath no firength noꝛ cffi- 


God that your maieſtie wil pꝛouide & make 
oꝛdinaunte, that all ſach landes and poſſeſs 


ſions Whereupen ſo many idle hipocrites æ 


fo 


decepuers be great burdeine and charge 


pour realme, which hitherto haue liued vn⸗ 
godly and vnp2ofitablely, mape from hence 


fozth be partly connerted to the ſuppoꝛtati⸗ 


on and mainfenaunce of common ſchooles, 
whereby errours crept vppe thꝛough igno⸗ 
rance may be thzough knowledge repzefſed, 
and godly learning # knowledge moze plen ⸗ 


tiouſip planted and adminiſtred, and partly 


livre vnder pour ſubiection charge and gouer 
nance. This godly diſtribution (moſte pꝛu⸗ 


dent Sourraigne)ofthe landes and polſeſſi⸗ 
ons 92dained and appointed fo2 the comfozk, | 
ſuccour, and helpe of your pooze louing and 
liuing ſubiectes, is much moꝛe conſonant. 
and acrecable to Gods woꝛd and moze cer⸗ 
teyne diſcharge of your Graces conſtience 
then to ſuffer the ſame poſſeſſions to be bn⸗ 


godly caſte awaie and conſumed vnder ſuch 


falſe colour and pꝛetence to releeue ſoules 
dee of ale your . haue 
neyther 


cacie of Gods woꝛde, which is the very true 
foundation of all the Chꝛiſten religion and 
helpe foꝛ ſoules. And in the meane ſeaſon J 
doe no lelle thincke and alſo pꝛay heartily to 


v your pooꝛe loning ſubiectes may be moꝛe 
mercifully releeued « ſuccoured, while they 


— — — 


+ Ineyther cure no2 charge, noꝛ cannot alſure 

i to them by Gods woꝛde thꝛough ſuche long 

ꝛaiers of Pꝛieſtes, releaſe of paynes after 

their death, oꝛ anye other apde comfozteoz 

ſſuccour. Foz without any doubt (gracious | 

od) it ſuche hyꝛed pꝛaiers had bene godly | | 

land neceſſarie fo2 the ſoules departed, either 

Chꝛiſt oz his Apattles woulde haue taught 

it, 02 at the leaſt haue pꝛaiſed oz pzactiſed if 

and not ſo maniſeſt Tre and rat 

ned it, ſaping. Beware o them which deuour 

widowes houſes vnder colour of long pray - Marck. 12. 

efs; their indgement ſhall bee much longer. 

Jn all the new Teſtament there is no men⸗ 

tion made of any ſuche Officer noꝛ Dffice 

inſtituted noꝛ appointed to pzave fo2 þ dead. 

And pet al men J thincke will confelle that 

the trueth Gods woꝛde was moſte ſincere⸗ 

ly ſette fozthe and pꝛeached in the time of : 

Chalk and of his Apoſtles, in whole time 

there was no ſuche craftie learning publi- 

ſhed noꝛ taught by them, noz long time af? 

ter. But then men ſtabliſhed and grounded 

ſtheir Religion and hope of healthe vppon 

SGoddes wozde , which teacheth vs that 

who ſo beleeueth is ſaued and hath no need 

of long pꝛieſtiſhe pꝛaiers, and who ſo bele⸗ 

ueth not, ſhalbe condemned. Between theſe 

extreame contraries there is no meane, as 

| Saint Augultyn ſaieth, Wherefoze J ex- 

hozte all them, whiche contrarie to alſholy 
Cy, ſcriptures 
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NotehereC, 
Auguit in 
hie book en⸗ 
titu ed By⸗ 
pognoſlicon. 
kol. 9. 


ä Amos. 8. 


membere, of one body whereof Chꝛiſte is 


ſcripfures)tru ro te third place and there 
to haue releaſe of paynes thꝛough the long 
pꝛaiers cf Pareftes, that they would geue o⸗ 
ver ſuche fained fantaſie of men (ſubtilly i- 
magine d only thꝛough vnſatiable couetoul⸗ 
neſle of ambiticus pꝛielics, to gette money 
ther with to maintayn their tngodlyJufts, 
and fo live idlely and delicatelp) and to truſt 
rather to the ſure and inſallible trueth of 
Gods word, whiche wrthent doubt is to re⸗ 
pent and beleeue, and vtterlp to fozſake all 
ſinne, and than conftartly to truſt to Gods 
pꝛomiſe of mercy, Bere manifcffly appea⸗ 
reth ( ſoueraigne Lo2de) in what miſerable 

blindencfſe the moſt part of this pour realm 

haue long time bene ledde, pea and almoſt 

dꝛolnned thꝛeugh p long cuſtome bled ther⸗ 

in, Who is it that cannot lament (I ſave) 

this deploꝛate and miſerable ſoꝛte of blynde 
ſhepheardes. Be they not bought with the 
ſame pꝛice where l ith wee be bought to be 


head? If we be mẽbers of one body certain- 
ly wee cannot then but tale and feele not 
onely their cuill, but alſo the lamentable e⸗ 
ſtate of all other caſf a ware though them, 
2.02d J truſt the u iſhment is paſt wheres 
with thou Halt th2eatned the wozld to be pu 
niſhed with hunger and thirſt not with ha- 
ger and thirſt of bread apd drincke, but foꝛ 
lacke of hearing thy worde. It is now time 

o ꝛd 


Loꝛd fo ſhewe thyne accuſfomed goodnes x 
mercy,fo2 the which we doe dailp and hear- 
tely pꝛap, ſaping. Through the tender mercy 
of God wherewith hee hath vifited vs, geue 
light to vs which fit in darckneſle and in i tlic 
ſhadowe of death, to gvide our feete into the 
way of peace. Alſo it ts a daungerous thing 
to admitte ane to bee a_ ſpirituall paſtour 


hath bene in decrees and popiſh lawes. Foz 
ſache a ſtudie fo2 the molt part ingendereth 


a popiſhe heart. Jf any ſuch be admitted to toz Paſtozs. 


be a Paſko2, hee ſhall not onely eyther ſe⸗ 
cretly in confeTion oꝛ by ſome other craftie 
meanes, popſon his flock with mans tradi- 
tions and popiſh doctrine, but alſo ſhall aug⸗ 
ment the popiſhe power, fo2 the abꝛogation 
Wwherof pour Grace + your hononrable coũ⸗ 
cel haue taken great paine # trauaile. Now 
ektſoones truſt that all men whiche read 
this litle boke ſhall perceaue thereby what 
inconuentence and dampnable euill enſueth 
the vngodly pꝛeſentation and admiſſion of 
the vnlearned in Gods woꝛde, and carnall 
Patelkes to ſpirituall offices. And although 
ſuch Patrones haue little zeale and lone to 
the common and publick wealth, pet fo2 the 
ſinguler and carnall loue which they bears 
to their clerkes (whome they addict & binde 
ſurelp to eternall dampnation, if they geue 


them ſuche ſpirituall Dfices, whiche they 
C. iii. neither 


Luke. r. 


whole pꝛofeſſion and udte all his youthe 2 dangerons 


thing that 
Tanoniſtes 
be admitted 
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1. Tim. y. 


Miincclp 
vigulties of 
biHaps a 
taulc detoz⸗ 


neyther can noꝛ will erecnte aud perfoꝛme) 


oꝛ fo2 the tender zeale and loue whiche ther 


haue to the ſoules ſo dcarely bought wyth 
Chꝛiſtes bloud, they will with all circum- 
ſpection pꝛoue their Clarkes that they bee 


not oncly well learned in Gods woꝛde, but 


that they haue allo taken great paynes in 


pꝛeaching the ſame, and that they haue alſo 
lined accoꝛding to their pꝛeaching. Suche 
experiment and pꝛofe was commaunded to 
be made of widdowes, befoze they were ad- 
mitted to liue vppon the charge of the con⸗ 


gregation. And it appeareth in Tymothp. 


Much mo2e than euident and ſure p2oofe of 


Paſtoꝛs (whoſe office is ſo neceſſarp) ſhould 


be had and made befoze they be admitted to 
their ſpiritual office ⁊ charge. And although 


the election of the Biſhop and of other ſpi⸗ 
rituall Paſtours in enery poinct be had and 


done acco2ding as J haue befoꝛe watten, 
pet (molt dꝛead ſoueraigne Loꝛd) J ſee two 
foule defoꝛmities and great lamentable miſ⸗ 
chie kes annexed to the vocation and office of 
Biſhoppes, whiche not refozmed will poy- 
ſon and vtterly coꝛrupt the godly vocation 
t electtou of the ſayde Biſhops. The one in⸗ 
fection and peſtilent poyſon is their great 
Loꝛdſhippes and dominions with) the peer⸗ 
ly pꝛouentes of the ſame, Mhiche hathe ſo 
faſhioned them in pꝛoude countenaunces 
and wozldly behamour, that RN 


And not onely theſe commodities and plea⸗ 


1 | 
—— 
eſtekmed of al men to be his true ſucteſſaꝛs, 
faith, The foxes haue holes 


vet pooze 
the byrdes of the aire haue neaſtes, but the 


ſonne of man, hathe not wherein to lay hys 
head. But our Biſhoppes haue goꝛge aus 
and ſumptnous builded houſes, mannoꝛs, t 
taſtelles pleaſantly ſet about with Parcks 
well repleniſhed with Deare, Marrens, 
ſwarming full of Conyes, and fiſhe pooles 
well ſtoꝛed with diners kindes of Fiſhes, 


ſures:but alſo diners other pleaſures. How 
this Loꝛdlp and wozldly Byſhoplike eſtate 
agreeth with Chꝛiſtes woꝛdes, J thincke 
a man cannot reaſonably coniecture oꝛ ima- 
gine by their countenance and liuing, that Bilhoppes 
they be Chꝛiſtes true Diſciples, The other medi 
miſchief and euill is that they haue to many — ares 
woꝛldly cures & buſines. Foz to theſe man⸗ defoxmitie. 
ners and Lo2dſhips belong many tenantes, 
fo: whoſe leaſes to 0 be made fines & harpots 
to be appointed and taken, a merciamentes 
fo be aſleſſed, taxed and alſo foꝛgeuẽ, and diſ⸗ 
penced, there be no fewe ſuites made to my 
L.o2d biſhop, alſo the hearing of teſtamento⸗ an be retur⸗ 
ry cauſes, diuoꝛſes, cauſes of Matrimonp, of ned tothe 
flaunderers, of lecherie, adulterie, and pu⸗ — 
niſhment ol bawderie, and ſuch other bũ — 


nd-be | 
| cares matters (whereofnot one belong to Ringes court. 
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Math. 5. 


they be the good creatures of God, pet tha⸗ 
boundante of them (being where they ber 


his office and vocation appointed by Gods 
worde. My Lozd Biſhop is ſo occupied and 
vnquieted, that hee hath no leiſure to My 
no2 to pꝛeach Gods woꝛde. But ſuch affai⸗ 
res aud woꝛldly buſineſſe nothing pertei⸗ 
ning to his vocation be very great hinde⸗ 
rance and let to my Loꝛd Biſhop he cans 
not apply him to exerciſe his owne Office. 
For no man can ſerue two, maiſters ſayeth 
Chriſt. The Apoſtles thought it not int c 
equall to p: uide foz the neceflarie liuing of 
the pwze,leauing gods wo2d vntaught. But 
my Lozde Bilhoppe doing theſe thinges no⸗ 
thing pertayning to his office, thinketh that 
he hath exactly done his Office. From thele 
great mannoꝛs commeth yeerely great ren⸗ 
tes pleaſures and pꝛolites, whiche although 


moꝛe impediment than helpe be agreat oc⸗ 
caſton of coꝛruption in the vſer of them. And 
peraduenturs they Would allure and intiſe 
a Bichops heart to truſt in them and ſo coꝛ⸗ 
rupt him, as the fcripture ſapth. Bleſſed is 
the riche which is found without blemiſhe 
and hathe not gone alter golde noꝛ hoped 
in money and treaſures, where is there 
ſuch a one and we ſhall commendhymand 
call him bleed, 702 great thinges doth hee 
among his people, And if my Loꝛde By⸗ 
Hoppe ſhould geue the ſuper duitie of hys 


Codes 


be) as the Y2zophet Clay ſaith. Then my 
Loꝛd ſhould lacke them to furniſh his Loꝛd⸗ 
ly countenance, and ſo my Lo ꝛd ſhould loſe 


Wherefo:e as theſe ſuperfluous poſſeNions 
bee annered fo eſtates of Biſhops by mans 


my Lo2de Biſhop will either kepe them 
make him moꝛe frendes, rememb2ing that 
riches maketh many frendes, but the poꝛe 
is fo:ſaken'of his neighbour , 92 deuiſe the 
expence of them contrarie to Gods woꝛde, 
either to make ſure frends in the Courte a⸗ 
bout the Ring to obtaine moꝛe pꝛomotions, 
and beneſtces oꝛ in curious building, ſump⸗ 
tuous and delicate fare, well apparelled ſer⸗ 
uantes, trimme decked hoꝛſes to ride pom⸗ 
poully like a Loꝛde. Although there were no 
authoꝛitie to pꝛoue this, pet the Loꝛdly coun 
tenaunce and faſhion of Biſhops, yea their 
common ererciſe and alſo pꝛactiſe, can well 
p:oue and teſfifie this plainely befo2e p face 
of all men which knoweth the Loꝛdlines of 
Biſhops. As the Pꝛophet Eſay ſaith, The 
chaungimg of their countenaunce bewrayeth 


— 
them, yea they declare their own ſinnes them 


ſelues as Sodo:mites, and hyd them not. DOW 


not theſe things faintly agree with the lay⸗ 
ing of their p22d2cefſvur Paule the Apaftle 
which ſaith. When ye haue foods and ray- 


gods to the pwꝛe ( whoſe nodes iuſtlie they Elay. 3, 


his Loꝛdly honour and pꝛaiſe of the worlde. Superſlu⸗ 
— þ 1 5 ang 0159 poſſeiſi⸗ 
ons in Bi⸗ 

5 ſhops eſtate 
vaine fantaſie, and not by Gods woꝛde, ſo deuiſed by 

to mans fantaſy 
find not by » 


Gods Wozd. 


Elay. 3. 
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mente wee muſt bee contented , Js not this 
Lo2dlp honour directly againſt Chꝛiſtes 

woes, which ſayeth. The Kinges of na- 

tions raigne ouer them, and they that haue 

aucthoritye ouer them are called gratious 

Lordes. But you ſhall not bee ſo. Alſo Pe⸗ 

ter ſpeaketh to his true ſucceours ſaping: 

Feede you Chriſtes flocke as much as lyeth 
as in you, taking the ouer- ſighte of them not 


as compelled thereunto,but willinely, after 
agodlye forte, not for the deſire of filthie lu- 


cre , but of a good minde, not as though you 
were Lordes ouer the Pariſhes, but that you 
bee an example to the flocke , and that with 
good, will. But aur Lo2dlye Biſhops c- 
tate and pzowde counten ance of liuing, 
las it is nowe vſed) is contrarpe to Gods 
Woꝛd in king woꝛde, as it appeareth by theſe woꝛdes. 
Wenrys days But you {hall not bee ſo. And allo by theſe 
c. fayinges. Not as thougli you were Lordes 
ouer the Pariſhes, And Chꝛiſt ſapeth. Hee 
that is not with mee is againſt mee. Nhere⸗ 
_ fore ſo long as they raigne fo Loꝛdlye in the 
Lord biſhops Clergie contrarie to Gods ww2de, ſo longe 
nat ſent from be they againſt God, they be not ſente from 
God. God, and then can they not pꝛeache truely 
Bom and ſinterel ie his wade. For howe can 
19 they preach except they be ſent(faith Paul) 
Chꝛiſte was ſente to pꝛeache as it appea⸗ 

reth, Marc. 1. Luke. 4. and Cſaye 1. And 

Chaiſte ſayeth to all his true es: 


Auke. 2. 
R o2dſhip of 


As my father ſent me, ſo do Tſende vou. And John. 2. 


tommandeth allo a —— Apoltles a and true 


ſucceſloꝛs of the Apoſtles fo pꝛeach the Goſs 
pel to the whole wald not lordly to raigne 
in the Clergie, Whom Paule teacheth to > be 
as minifers,ſaying: Leta man this wife e- 
ſteeme vs, euen as the miniſters of Chriſt, and 


the Rewards of the ſecrets of God To preach 1. Cez 4. 
the goſpel therfoꝛe (molt gratious ⁊ pꝛudẽt 
Loꝛd, is the true vocation t᷑ office of all god- 
ly Biſhops, Parſons, Uicars, and of other 
ſhepheards, and not to bee Cmbaſſadozs fo 
Pꝛinces, noꝛ to be Judges fo heare matters 
of contention, teſtamentoꝛy cauſes, diuoꝛces 
llaunders baloderie, and ſuch other. Your 
Grace hath of pour laiety ſuffictent both in 
learning and wiſedome, and of god conſt 
ente fo heare and iudg ſuch cauſes and va- 
riances,remitfing Biſhops to attende their 
office and vocatis by God(and not by man) 
And therefoꝛe they ſhould not ex- 
erciſe any other office then God hath ap- Math. s. 
pointed to them. Fo2 no man can ſerue two 
maiſters. And if Biſhops, and other Pa⸗ 
tours would diligently execute their voca- 
tion and office, much fewer of theſe matters 
of contention ſhall be in vꝛe and experience 
either to be heard 02 tudged, Seeing p ſcrip⸗ 
tures commaũdeth ſo earneſtly enery man 
to walk as he is called. Many chꝛiſtian men 
waruell greatly why the Biſhops defire E 
pꝛocure 


— * 4 * 


Annas and nas being Biſhaps, and ererciũng the office 
þ — — 2 of ſeculer and tempoꝛall Judges, did gn 
office of cit cu Chꝛiſte to bee crucified : ſo our Biſho 


pꝛoture lo gredilietoexerciſe the office pers 
taining to an other vacation, and to leaue 
their vocation and affite (appointed by God 
John. . do them ta bee exerciſed) not executed noꝛ 
| a; apr doone , Verily becauſe they 


oue the glorie of men, more then the glorie 


God. And ſurelp cuen as Cayphas and An⸗ 


long as they ( contrarie to their calling a 

exerciſe the office of tempoꝛall Judges, fo 
— ſo do Longe ſhall they perſecute Chꝛiſte and hys 
ear Biſhops members, and ſtudie to ſuppꝛeſſe his woꝛde, 
and not to pꝛeache the lame. Baue not they 
buſinelle ſufficient where with to occupie 
them in their owne office? If they woulde 
loke well thereunto, do not they fee on eue⸗ 
Exteſſe ot ap vie ſide deteſtable ſinne raigne thꝛoughout 


iudged 


} parel,and the all this your Realme : Is there not ſuch er- 
# — nag celle and coſtlines of apparell, becauſe of di⸗ 
ile thereof, uerſitie and chaunge of faſhions, that ſcarce 


a woꝛſhipfull mans landes which in tymes 
paſt was want to find and maintain twen⸗ 
tie oꝛ thirtie tall Beomen, a god plentifull 
houſhold foꝛ the reliefe and comfozte of mas 
nie pane and nerdie, and the ſame nowe is 
nat ſriſficient ⁊ able to maintaine the heire 

of the ſame lands, his Mife, her Gentlewo⸗ 
man, oꝛ mayde, two Peomen, and lackep. 
— pzincipallcaule hereof is their coſtlis 
appar ell, 


apparell, and ſpecially their manifolde and 

diuers nt of — | 
and ſpectally the woman muſt weare vpon 

both head and bodie. Sometime — W 
time hode, nowe the French faſhion, nowe 
the Speniſhe faſhion, then the Italian fa⸗ 
ſhion,and then the Millaine faſhion, ſo that 
there is no ende of conſtming of ſubfaunce 
and that vaincly, and all to pleaſe the pꝛoud 
ſwliſhe man and vemens fantaſie. Bereof 
ſpꝛingeth great miſer ie and neede. The Fa- 
thers conſuming their gods in vaine pꝛide, 
and wanton luſtes (called vppon by pour 0 
grace to ſerve your Maieſtie ſoꝛ the defenee 
of this your Realme) haue not to do their 
duetie, whereby they bee compelled to ſell 
their Landes, oꝛ cis to burden their frends, 
'o2 els fo daunger themſelues in debt to ma⸗ 
nie. Pero riſeth it that the Father is tom⸗ 
pelled to declare his will vpon his Lands to 
bee executed after his death (when he can⸗ 
not occupie the ſame himſelfe) oz the ad⸗ 
uauncement and helpe of his childzen, and 
the payment of his debtes,whome eaſtlie he 
mighte in his life haue aduaunced, holpen, 
and diſcharged, if ſuche royotous expences 
had bene auopded. The P2ophet Oſe ſaith: 


There is no truth, no mercie, no knowled 
of God in earth,curſin glyimg, murder: thefte 
adulterie,hath broken in, and yet do our ſhep | 
heardes hold their peace. What commeſſa-. N 

8 tion, ö 


Oſe. 4. 


touetouſnes, and ſuch other deteſtable vice 


tion dꝛonkennes, deteſtable ſwearing by all 
the parts of Chꝛiſtes bodie (and pet calling 
them in ſcoꝛn hunting othes) extoꝛtiõ, pꝛide 


raigne in this your Realme , againſt the 
which our Biſhops and other Paſtoures 
ſhould continually crie out, as the Pꝛophet 
ſaith. Crie nowe as loude as thou canſt, leaue 
not off, lift vp thy voice like a Tnunpet, and 
ſhew my people their offences, and the houſe 
of Iacob their ſinnes. But alas they bee be⸗ 
tome both blind and dombe, as the Pꝛophet 
ſaith. His watchmen are all blinde, they haue 
altogither no vnderſtiding;they are al domb 
dogges not able to bark,they are ſleepie, foo- 
liſh are they and lye ſnorting, they are ſhame 
leſſe dogges that be neuer ſatiſfied. The ſhep̃ 
heards alſo in like maner haue no vnderſtan- 
ding, but euerie man turneth his owne waye, 
euerie one after his one couetouſnes with 
his power. What is the cauſe that they do 
not execute this their office ? Either be⸗ 
cauſe thep canne not, oꝛ becauſe they haue 
ſo muche woꝛldlye buſmeſle that they wyll 
not appipe them⸗ſelues to perfourme both. 
Oꝛ els they bee afrayde to ſpeake the truth, 
leaſt they ſhoulde diſpleaſe men. Whome 
Paule repzoneth , ſaying : If I ſhoulde 
leaſe men I ſhould not bee the ſeruaunt of 
Chriſte;- Alſo the P2ophet layeth + God 


breaketh he bones of them which ſtudyets 


* 


leaſe men, they bee confounded becauſe the 
orde deſpiſeth them, Pot withifanding 
our Biſhops loue lo well their greate domi⸗ 
nions whereby they maintaine their Lozd- 
ly honour, that they will not ſemen 
with pꝛeaching the fruth, leaſt they ſhould 
then loſe their greate poſſeſſions, and con⸗ 
ſequently their Lozdely glozie But ſure⸗ 
lye as longe as they pollelle their great do⸗ 
minions , fo longe they witl continue and 
maintaine their pzyde. And ſo longe as 
they continue inp2yde, ſo longe they ſhall 
not receine the holye Ghoſt, which ſhall 
teach them to ſpeake the trueth. For ypon 
whome ſhall my ſpirite reſt (ſayth the Pꝛo⸗ 
phet Eſay) but vpon the mecke and lowlye, Elaꝝ. 6. 
and yppon him which feareth my ſayinges, 
Allo the Pꝛophet ſaieth. God reſilteth the 
prowde, and vnto the mcekeand lowlye hee 
meth his grace. Wherefoze ſo long as the Biſhops wit 
Biſhops continue in this wozldly wealth ein vuetie 
and honour, ſo long will they neuer do their if they contt⸗ 
duetie and office, but rather perſecute the r e 
wozde of GDD, which declareth and ſhews L 2% 
eth what is their offyce and duetie. And 
ſo longe as they doe not exercyſe their ol⸗ 
fice and vocation , but doe 
the wande, and ſuche as ſincerelye pzeach- 
the ſame, ſo longe ſhall ſinne increaſe, - 
Foz if the eye bee wicked, all the oo | 


| 


wall be full of darknes, Foz enen as at fach 
time when the Biſhop of Rome was firſte 
endned with great polſclſions, a voice was 
heard, ſaying: Nowe venome and poyſon is 
caſt aud ſhed forth into the Church of God, 
Jn likewiſe no doubt (molt godly gouernoꝛ 
ſemblable voice and ſaying maye bee be⸗ 
rified in and vppon all the Church of Eng⸗ 
land, ſithẽ your Biſhops were endued with. 
ſo great poffeſſions, and Loꝛdly dominions. 
No doubt (gratious Lozde) fo long as great 
Loꝛdiy dominions, woꝛldlp honses c wealth 
be annered and knit to the vocation and ol⸗ 
fices of Biſhops, and other Paſtours, theſe 
miſchiels and incontiemences ſhall euer en⸗ 
ſue and follo we. Firſt the moſte pꝛoude and 
ambitious, the moſt couetous and wicked, 
which either by monie frendſhip, o2 flatterp 
can obtaine the bencfice, wil labour with al 
ſtudie, and pollicie, to gette the benefice,one- 
lie fo2 the woꝛldly honour, and not foꝛ the 
zeale and lone which he ſhoulde haue to in⸗ 
ſtrutte and teach the people comitfed to his 
ture and charge. And foꝛ the p2ofite which 
belongeth aud appertaineth to the ſame be⸗ 
nefice, they will diſſemble humilitie and de⸗ 
ſpiſing ot all woꝛldly pꝛofits and pleaſures, 
ſocclomebly and ſubtilly, that it ſhalbe ve⸗ 
rie hardefo2 your Paieſtie, o any other ha ⸗ 
uing authoꝛity to ane benefftes, to perteiue 
idem. and when they haue obtained the be- 
nelice, 


ice, then euerie Chꝛiſtian man ſhal wel per | 
teiue that he hath not entred in by the dwze: F 
that is foꝛ the zeale and loue to do and exe⸗ iy 
cute the office, but hath clunbed vp and al⸗ 

cended by another wap, that is fo2 the luker 

and honour annexed to the office, And then 

certainly whoſocuer aſcendeth and entreth 

in by an other way, cannot be but a theeſe, by 

day and by nightc, whoſe ſtudie and laboure 

mult bee to ſteale, kill, and to deſtroye. As 

Chaiſte (whoſe woꝛdes mult bee euer true) 

ſaith, The theefe commeth not but to ſteale, cha. 10; 
to kill, and to deſtroye. So that ſo longe as — 
ſo much woꝛldlye p2ofitte and honour be⸗ 

longeth to the benefice: ſo longe will hee 
that foꝛ wante and lacke of learning canne 
not do the office, and alſo the moſt couetous 
and pzowde will laboure to haue the office, 
whereby the people committed to his cure, 
tall not onely bee vntaught , and not lear⸗ 
ned in Gods wo2de, but alſo all they which 
can pꝛeach and teach Gods woꝛde, and lous 
the lame , by ſuch a woꝛldly Woolfe, ſhall 
bee extreamely perſecuted and tozmented, 
Foz he cannot but ſteale, kill, and deſtrope, 
and vfterly abhoꝛre, and hate the godlye, as 
Chatlt ſapeth. If you were of the worlde, the 
world would loue his owne. But becauſe you 
bee not of the worlde, but I haue choſen ycu 


from the worlde, therefore the worlde dooth 


- Andmoſff dꝛead ſoueraigne (with all hu⸗ 
militie and humblenes of heart) J beſeeche 
your Grace (accozding to your accuſtomed 
goodneſſe)to take this my rude ſupplication 
to the beſt, as a fruite of my obedience, 
wherein J haue not diſſembled, but haue o⸗ 
pened fully vnto your Grace the groũd any 
very bottome of my hart, not of any grudge 
euill will, oꝛ malice that I beare to any a 
rituall ſhepheard (God J — Wee 
but onelp foꝛ the gloꝛp of e ho⸗ 


nour of your Grace, the wealth 
and pꝛofit of pour moſt naty- 
| rall and louing ſub⸗ 


iectes, 
FINIS. 
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